334	NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR
In mv opinion Lord Krishna's help to Arjuna cannot
be said to' be moral, because he himself had an army and
was an expert in the art of war. Duryodhana acted foolishly
in that he asked for Krishna's army, while Arjuna got what
he wanted in the person of the expert in the science of war*
Therefore, if we interpret the Mahabharata literally,
Lord Krishna's strength was certainly more destructive
than that of his army. Because of his scientific skill Krishna
was able, with an army of seven divisions, to destroy
Duryodhana's army of eleven. But it is well known that I
have never looked upon the Mahabharata as a mere record
of earthly warfare. In the garb of an epic the poet has des-
cribed the eternal warfare within the individual as well as
in society, between Truth and Untruth, Violence and Non-
violence, Eight and Wrong. Looking at the epic even super-
ficially one can understand how the great Vyasz. has demon-
strated that in this war the victor was no better off than
the vanquished. Out of that vast concourse of warriors
only seven remained to tell the tale. And the poet gives a
true picture of the woeful state of mind also of these seven.
TJie author has shown clearly too that in armed warfare
the contending parties are certain to stoop to meanness and
trickery. When occasion arose even the great Yudhishthira
had to resort to untruth to save the battle.
One more question of the writer remains to be answer-
ed. If war is itself a wrong act, how can it be worthy of
moral support or blessings? I believe all war to be wholly
wrong. But if we scrutinize the motives of two warring
parties, we may find one to be in the right and the other
in the wrong. For instance, if A wishes to seize B's country,
B is obviously the wronged one. Both fight with arms. I do
not believe in violent warfare, but all the same, B, whose
cause is just, deserves my moral help and blessings.
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